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Start at the top.

When students choose to study at the University of
Adelaide they are choosing to give themselves a global
career advantage.
A member of the esteemed
Group of Eight – a coalition of
Australia’s leading, researchintensive universities – we are
consistently ranked in the top
1% of universities in the world,
and 90% of our research
discipline areas have been
rated at or above world class*.
With a University of Adelaide
degree to their name, students
qualifications will be highly
regarded and professionally
recognised around the globe.
What’s more, students will be well
prepared to take advantage of the
opportunities this recognition can

bring. Working closely with
our world-class teaching staff,
they will acquire the skills,
knowledge and experience to
make a significant contribution
in their field.
Our long and proud tradition’s
distills confidence in our students.
We are Australia’s third oldest
university and have a history of
excellence in education spanning
more than 140 years. We are
distinguished by an emphasis
on equality and by our ongoing
focus on delivering outstanding
research for the benefit of society.

The University of Adelaide has
played a role in many of the
world’s important discoveries and
advancements, with our alumni
having contributed significantly to
shaping the educational, political
and social arenas of their day.
Here, students will be motivated
to achieve their best and be
supported by an inspiring
educational community committed
to helping them do so.
There’s no better place to start
their journey than the University
of Adelaide.

* Australian Research Council, Excellence in Research for Australia, 2012
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Impact of our
graduates
Andy Thomas’ achievements in
space and on Earth as an aerospace
engineer and scientist have had a
profound impact on Australians.
He is an inspiration for what can be
achieved and the impact research can
have on people’s lives if the sights are
set high enough.

Andy Thomas
South Australia’s first
NASA astronaut

Matthew Cowdrey OAM
Australia’s most successful
Paralympian
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Dr Thomas was born in Adelaide,
South Australia in 1951. An alumnus
of the University of Adelaide, he
graduated with First Class Honours
in Mechanical Engineering in 1973
and received a PhD in Mechanical
Engineering in 1978.
In 1992, Dr Thomas was selected for
astronaut training by NASA, and a

Matthew Cowdrey was born without
part of his left arm and was swimming
in his family’s backyard pool by
six months of age. After starting
competitive swimming at nine, he
began to dream big after the Sydney
Paralympics in 2000. Succeeding in
2004 Paralympics to be one of the
youngest competitors where he won
three gold, two silver and two bronze
medals. Matthew has been the holder
of numerous world records whilst
swimming for Australia.
Matt realised early on that it was also
important that he prepare for a life
post swimming. He never saw himself
purely as a sportsman but set goals
outside of sport. With this in mind

year later was appointed a
member of the astronaut corps.
In May 1996 he took his first flight
into space as the payload commander
and mission specialist aboard the
Space Shuttle Endeavour. Dr Thomas
made three subsequent trips into
space, including a space walk and
an extended stay on the Russian
MIR Space Station.
Dr Thomas has received numerous
awards for his contribution to the
exploration of space, including
South Australian of the Year and a
Centenary of Federation Medal.
He is an Honorary Fellow of the
Institute of Engineers Australia.

Rebecca Richards
Indigenous Rhodes scholar

he committed to undertake a double
degree at the University of Adelaide
whilst he trained, worked and
continued his swimming career.
In 2013, Matt completed his degree
in Bachelor of Laws with Bachelor of
Media. During his studies he spent
time working with the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra
and Brisbane with the key objective
of exploring diplomatic service as
a way to represent Australia. In
addition to his studies he undertook
a three month internship with US
congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen.
Since his retirement from national and
international swimming is working for
KPMG in Adelaide.

William Griggs AM
Director of the Trauma Service,
Royal Adelaide Hospital

Rebecca Richards became the first
Indigenous Rhodes scholar in 2010,
winning the prestigious scholarship
to Oxford University. Rebecca is a
member of the Adnyamathanha and
Barngarla peoples of the Flinders
Ranges. As a child travelling to the
region with her father she would
see the traditional rock art of her
people and share in stories about
her heritage. At age 14 Richards’
interest in anthropology was ignited
when doing field work there with her
father, and the Head of Anthropology
at the South Australian Museum,

Dr Philip Jones. The information
they gathered was invaluable and
later used in the determination of
Native Title.

Dr William Griggs, a graduate of the
University of Adelaide, does not think
of himself as a miracle worker. But if
you asked any one of the victims he
has saved in multiple-casualty events
(structure collapses, bombings, bus,
train and aircraft crashes), they would
tell you otherwise. His contribution to
medicine, that includes an invention
that was used to save the life of
Pope John Paul II, could indeed be
considered miraculous.

that he had the capability to assist
in any crisis. So in 1976, while still a
student at the University, he began
his medical career as a volunteer
paramedic. In this role, he gained
extensive hands-on experience and
attended his 100th fatal road crash
prior to even graduating from his
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of
Surgery in 1981.

As a young man, Bill (as he prefers
to be called) witnessed a car
accident, which deeply affected
him. Despite studying medicine
at the time, he was unable to help
due to his lack of practical medical
training. This triggered a path to selfempowerment. Bill wanted to ensure

Rebecca is now a passionate leader
in the Indigenous community,
committed to preserving and
promoting Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander culture. With access
to the Pitt Rivers Museum and
Bodleian Library at Oxford she
hopes to help repatriate objects
and knowledge, sharing them with
Indigenous communities in Australia.

Bill lives by the motto that no matter
how dire the situation appears, if
you continue to strive to achieve
the impossible, you may just
succeed. This motto has certainly
proven true of his life. Dr William
Griggs has demonstrated that with
passion, drive, selflessness, care and
education, you can empower yourself
to do remarkable things.
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Emerge career ready
A University of Adelaide education
will prepare students to lead, not
simply to perform a job.
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Students will leave us not only with
the understanding and confidence
to rapidly excel in their chosen
field, but numerous highly desirable
and transferable skills that will
enable them to adapt and thrive in
a world of constant change.

investigations, and solve complex
problems. We also have a strong
focus on small-group learning – to
enhance student’s ability to work
collaboratively in teams – and
an overarching sense of global
citizenship is instilled from day one.

As one of Australia’s leading
research universities, all our
degrees include a research
component, ensuring students will
graduate with the ability to conceive
and conduct their own rigorous

Students can develop and
enhance these qualities in any of
our more than 180 undergraduate
and postgraduate programs,
which together span virtually
every field of human endeavour.

Students can pursue a single
passion or many – with a number
of double or combined degrees
available – and students have
the opportunity to deepen their
learning from the outset, by
beginning their journey with
one of our Advanced
Bachelors degrees.
Wherever career and life
take them, a University of
Adelaide education will
ensure they’re ready.
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Learn from,
and with,
the best

At the University of Adelaide
students will learn with the guidance
and support of outstanding teaching
staff, many of whom are nationally
and internationally recognised
leaders in their fields.
Operating at the cutting edge of
their disciplines, staff/lecturers
will enthusiastically share their
passion for new knowledge and
encourage a student’s own pursuit
of world-changing discoveries.
Many have received prestigious
Australian Government Awards
for university teaching, conferred
in recognition of their teaching
excellence and proven ability to
enhance students’ learning.
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Equally important, students
will have ready access to them
throughout their time here, thanks
to our low staff-to-student ratios.
As evidenced by the fact that
we’ve fostered over 100 Rhodes
and more than 120 Fulbright
scholars, this commitment to
incredibly high standards of
teaching will ensure students
are given every opportunity to
excel and fulfil their potential.
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Establish career-building connections
Complementing our academic and teaching excellence,
the University of Adelaide will give students the distinct
commercial advantage of establishing a vast network of
personal contacts in the workforce.

Throughout our history we have placed a priority
on forging strong relationships with business,
industry and the community. Students will be able
to explore and benefit from these links by taking on
internships or paid work experience; undertaking
projects for real clients, and collaborating on
innovative research.
Some University partnerships have been formalised
and are long-term, such as the RSPCA program at
Roseworthy campus and the Community Outreach
Dental program in Adelaide’s central business
district. Others are specially sought out, and
matched with students’ interests.
These will provide students with invaluable real
world experience and the priceless advantage
of being known by potential employers when
beginning their career.
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Consider extending networks
internationally
Our increasingly interconnected world demands
future leaders who are culturally aware and have
benefitted from learning and life experiences beyond
their home. For this reason, the University of Adelaide
offers students the exciting option of studying – and
extending their personal networks – overseas.
Students will have the opportunity to study part
of their degree at one of many high quality
international universities. Funding schemes are
available, to make the unique experience of
learning abroad affordable for all.
For those who need or prefer to stay in Adelaide,
our Experience Adelaide international student host
program provides an alternative means by which
to enhance cultural awareness and build
international networks.
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It’s widely recognised that
knowledge is most effectively
mastered and retained when
acquired through personal discovery
and immediately applied to a task.
Reflecting this, at the University
of Adelaide we have established
what we call the small-group
discovery experience as an
intrinsic element of every
program we offer.
The small-group discovery
experience will immerse students
in the intellectual challenge
of scholarly discovery, and in
the process provides them the

opportunity to develop advanced
research skills. Students will
engage actively with their
lecturers and peers around the
content of their discipline, feed
off each other’s energy and
ideas, and develop the
flexibility to perform
a variety of roles
within a team
context.

Deep engagement
through smallgroup discovery
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A learning
experience
of rare quality
For students to see themselves at the
University of Adelaide is to picture themselves in
a unique and exceptional learning environment –
one that excites, inspires, broadens and challenges.
Students will benefit from the
intellectual stimulation of being
exposed to a huge cross-section
of global views and cultures.
With nearly 30% of our students
(and a large contingent of staff)
being recruited internationally,
we are one of Australia’s most
cosmopolitan universities.

14 Study at Adelaide

Students will enjoy facilities
of the highest standard. Since
2010 we have invested over
A$500 million in state-of-the-art
teaching and research centres
that fundamentally support the
unique way in which our students
learn. This includes small-group
discovery and regular close
interaction with lecturers –
unheard of at many universities.

All this, of course, is delivered
in one of the most appealing
university cities in the world.
Adelaide’s affordability,
accessibility, friendliness, cultural
and sporting attractions, social
stability and climate are the
envy of many international
education providers.
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Campuses of
global standing
The University of Adelaide’s campuses are welcoming,
dynamic places designed to support a wide range of
experiences for all students, ranging from exciting
social and cultural events to quiet study and reflection.
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Our main campus is on North
Terrace in the heart of Adelaide.
The University’s longest
established site, it houses the
greatest number of our teaching
and research facilities and offers
the widest range of programs.
The North Terrace campus will
soon include a custom-built new
home for our Adelaide Medical
and Nursing School adjacent
the new Royal Adelaide Hospital
and South Australian Health
and Medical Research Institute.
Scheduled to open to students in
early 2017, this state-of-the-art
A$206 million building will

have the capacity to house
around 1500 medical and
nursing students.
We also have three specialist
campuses outside the city,
each with a unique focus,
supporting learning, research
and collaboration.
Roseworthy is an internationally
renowned centre for excellence
in dryland agriculture, natural
resource management, animal
production and veterinary
science. Waite is the largest
agricultural research complex in
the Southern Hemisphere, with
world-class expertise in areas

such as plant biotechnology and
cereal breeding. While Thebarton
is one of Australia’s leading
university-owned technology
and research parks, offering
graduates the opportunity to
work with innovative companies.
Supporting our vision for
global education, we have also
formalised an alliance to give
the University a presence in
Singapore, where the Ngee
Ann—Adelaide Education
Centre offers a growing range
of undergraduate and
postgraduate programs.
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Proud
sporting
heritage
For many students, sport – or
exercise more broadly – is an
important and rewarding part of life,
and at the University of Adelaide
we’ve supported and facilitated this
view for over 140 years.
Today, our thriving sporting
culture includes clubs for almost
40 different sports. Among these
are the Adelaide University
Boat Club (formed in 1881), the
Adelaide University Cricket Club
(1907), and AUSKI (1967), which
runs Australia’s largest university
snow ski trip.
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Each of the three campuses has a
modern Fitness Hub, with a wide
variety of aerobic and free-weight
equipment, personal training, and
classes for all skill levels in yoga,
pilates, zumba and many other
exercise styles.
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Vibrant
social and
cultural life
Student’s time at the University
of Adelaide will be every bit as
stimulating beyond the classroom,
with an incredible variety of social
and cultural pursuits to engage in
with friends and peers.
Our student union can connect
them with more than 120 such
clubs, providing a stimulating
forum for the pursuit of interests
in everything from theatre and fair
trade to politics, swing dancing
and aeronautics. What’s more, if
they have a passionate interest
that isn’t already represented,
they’ll be given assistance to
start their own group.
There are also an endless range
of vibrant student events and
activities focused on food,
entertainment, music and more
that provide a campus experience
second to none.
High-calibre musical
performances and public events
are regularly held at Elder Hall

20 Study at Adelaide

(North Terrace), included as part
of renowned cultural celebrations
such as the Adelaide Festival of
Ideas, Writers’ Week, Adelaide
Festival and the Adelaide Fringe.
Students may like to get involved
with student media which includes
student radio and the on campus
publication On Dit, one of the
oldest students newspapers
in Australia. Both of these can
provide students opportunities
to have a voice in the student
community.
Or they could choose to relax
and socialise with other students
at Hub Central and enjoy some
quality live music or a drink at our
iconic Adelaide UniBar.
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Greater clarity and certainty
surrounding admission
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Bonus Points

Adelaide Approved

For 2016 entry, the University
of Adelaide – together with
South Australia’s other two
universities – are replacing
their existing equity and subject
bonus schemes with two new
unified bonus schemes: the SA
Universities Equity Scheme and
the SA Language, Literacy and
Mathematics Bonus Scheme.

Under the Adelaide Approved
entry scheme, if a student selects
one of our participating programs
as their first preference in their
SATAC application, and achieve
a nominated ATAR, they will
automatically be offered a place
in the degree and avoid the usual
nervous wait, provided entry
requirements are met.

The South Australian Tertiary
Admissions Centre (SATAC)
will administer both schemes,
based on rules provided by the
universities. Students can learn
more – including whether or not
the schemes could increase their
Australian Tertiary Admission
Rank (ATAR) – on the SATAC
website at www.satac.edu.au
or by calling SATAC on
+61 8 8224 4000.

If they achieve an ATAR below
the required Adelaide Approved
mark, this does not mean
they won’t be offered a place.
Students will still be considered
through the usual SATAC
offer process.
Over 65 University of Adelaide
programs are now part of the
Adelaide Approved scheme.
For more information, visit:
www.adelaide.edu.au/study/
high-school/getting-in/approved
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Many paths,
one life journey
The University of Adelaide believes
that learning is a life-long journey.
There are new insights to be gained
– and unique perspectives to be
shared – at every age, in all fields
and through countless avenues.
We understand student time here
may be just one step on their
road. So they can be sure we’ll
do everything possible to help
them integrate their study with
what they’ve already experienced.
We will also and build a flexible
framework in which further
learning and life experience
can be integrated.
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Students will see this belief
reflected in: the varied
composition of our student body;
the rich learning dialogues they
will engage in with teachers and
peers; the vast breadth of sources
we draw from to inform our
curricula; and the value we place
on ongoing research, personal
development and the support of
our global alumni community.
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Journey to life-long learning
The chart below illustrates the wide range of entry pathways
to the University’s undergraduate programs. A great diversity of
backgrounds and life situations are catered for.

1.	High school
students

ATAR / IB

An undergraduate degree, for many, is the start of a journey for
the desire of knowledge. This can be enhanced over time with the
addition of further studies either to enhance a subject area or to
develop a passion.
For further information, visit: www.adelaide.edu.au/study

A completed South
Australian Certificate
of Education (SACE) or
International Baccalaureate
(IB) or equivalent.

Undergraduate degree (bachelor’s)
GPA

2.	Higher

education
transfer

3.	VET/TAFE
students

A Grade Point Average
(GPA) score for an individual
degree completed at least
a half year of full-time
equivalent university study.
Credit or advanced standing
may be available for
previous studies.

Certificate IV
Diploma
Advanced Diploma
A completed Certificate IV,
Diploma or Advanced Diploma.
Credit or advanced standing
may be available for
previous studies.

Entry into
University
of Adelaide
undergraduate
degree

Postgraduate coursework

Honours degree

Career advancement, change direction,
improve employment prospects or
investigate an area of personal interest.

Investigate a subject area of interest in
greater detail.

Postgraduate research
Fulfill passion for research in a chosen
field and work with our world-class
researchers.

STAT

4.	Adult entry
5.	Other entry
options
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Anyone over 18 who has
not completed more than,
or equal to, two years fulltime tertiary study in the
last two years.

Please refer to our
Entry Pathways webpage
for more information:

www.ua.edu.au/study/
pathways
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Generous
scholarships
and financial
support
We have taken significant steps to
ensure our world-class education is
financially accessible to all, regardless
of their personal situation.
Scholarships
We have one of the most generous
collections of scholarships in
Australia, with opportunities
provided both for high achievers
and to address university access
and equity. For more information,
visit: www.adelaide.edu.au/
scholarships

Grants and loans
The University and the Adelaide
University Union also offer grants
and loans to assist students in
need. These range from shortterm emergency loans to the
Equal Access Grant Scheme,
which helps low-income
undergraduate students entering
the University for the first time.
To find out more, visit:
www.adelaide.edu.au and
search ‘loans’ or ‘equal access’.
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Every undergraduate program
has a set fee for each student.
To help Australian and other
eligible students pay their share
of the education costs, the
Government offers a loan called
HECS-HELP. This is paid back
through the Australian Tax Office
once they reach an earnings
threshold. HECS-HELP is also
available to holders of Permanent
Humanitarian Visas.

Employment assistance
If students are looking to
work part-time while studying,
Adelaide University Union’s
Employment Services can help
them find employment. For more
information, visit: www.auu.org.au
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Whatever
students
need, we’re
here to help
From the moment they enrol
at the University of Adelaide,
students have access to a huge
range of personal support services,
including academic, administrative
and counselling. Each is designed
to help make their studies a
success, and in most cases
they’re free.
Students can find help with
everything from bridging courses
in maths to grief and bereavement
counselling, help with learning
difficulties, and networking
with students doing the same
study program.
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We help thousands of students
every year through these services,
so if they ever have a query or
need some assistance, we are
here to help.
For more information visit:
www.adelaide.edu.au/student
or drop into Hub Central.
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Come and
see your future
Appreciation of the vibrant and
exciting learning experience awaiting
students at the University of Adelaide
will be even more vivid when
sampled first-hand.
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We encourage students to take the
opportunity to tour our campuses
and meet lecturers at Open
Day. Students can also discover
a wealth of knowledge whilst
exploring our communities online.
We look forward to welcoming
students as they begin their
journey with us.
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For further information, please contact
Ask Adelaide
The University of Adelaide SA 5005 Australia
Telephone: +61 8 8313 5208
Free-call: 1800 061 459 (interstate and country)
Online enquiries: adelaide.edu.au/studentcentre/enquiries

facebook.com/uniofadelaide
twitter.com/uniofadelaide

